< N THp L Rockfish Presbyterian Church

R il P.O. Box 278, Nellysford, VA 22958
N <( Office: 434-361-1221 Office Email: rpcus@verizon.net
g’ Q Pastor: Louie V. Andrews, Il|

Cell: 434 882-0977; E:mail: rpclouieandrews@verizon.net
www.rockfishpresbyterian.org
V Office Hours 9-1 Tuesday through Thursday
Summer Worship Service on Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.; Sunday School at 9:00

Volume 17 Issue 8 Spreading the WO rd August 2016

The Walls Continue to Grow

Good weather has given our builder a great chance to begin
the walls of the new fellowship hall. Take a peak, after hours,
but stay outside the fence. They are doing remarkable work.

Much thanks to the ability of this congregation to continue
ministries without a home base. Weekly food distribution for
the elementary school has been shifted to Rockfish Baptist.
Childrends bags for Lovings
School has moved outside. Small groups are finding space
and our support groups are discovering the sanctuary. We
even have a new group headed to Bold Rock. (see page 3).

her

As of this writing, the builders are a couple days behind outside because of rain but are ahead in-
side. Hopefully come November this will all be behind us.

Thank You Guatemala Mission Team

We were blessed by your leadership in worship Sunday and give thanks for your wonderful work and
experience. We give thanks for the folks from St
this might be a partnership we might continue to explore. We look forward to the mission team help-
ing us discover new things about our faith and o

Talent Show Acts Needed!!

Rockfish Presbyterian has so much talent we need a week-long

show! We donét habuewe haverseheduled, Sunday,

August 21st at 4:00 p.m. for a wonderful, late-afternoon talent-

1 sharing event. We are seeking talent of any genre (vocals, instru-

m mentals, art, dance, magic, poetry reading, etc.) and combination
of people. No fund-raiser, just fun for our RPC family and friends!

A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the foyer. If you have any ques-
tions, you can contact Sarah Armstrong via email at sarm-
strong@cyberwind.net or after churchona Sunday. Don 6t be
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Louiedbs Musings

AnGod of our weary year*s, God of Jour
We cry to you in the midst of our confusion, our anger, and our rage,
but we do not cry out of disbelief.

We know you are a God of mercy,

We worship you as a God of grace,

We adore you as a God of steadfast love.

Have mercy on us. Mend the brokenness of this nation.

We, who claim to be merciful, are divided by fear, opening our ears to
false prophets claiming power produces greatness.

We, who claim to be graceful, are fascinated by the visions of walls
built to separate us from our neighbors.

We, who claim to love are drugged by callus rants warning us to be
distrustful of any thoughts different from our own.

Such words encourage insanity, leaving our streets awash with the
blood of those who are innocent.

Have mercy on us. Mend the brokenness of our communities.
Greatness comes through righteousness,

Righteousness comes through humility,

Humility is the first step toward a true relationship with you, O God.
ALest our feet stray from the pllace
Guide us in a new way which builds rather than destroys,
Eradicating fear from our hearts and weapons from our hands.
ALest drunk with the win%e of thg wo
Fill us with your creative imagination, fashioning a world where people
are celebrated for their diversity, their uniqueness, their selflessness
and their desire to live together in peace.

In our weary years, through your silent tears,

Have mercy on us. Mend the brokenness of our hearts. Amen

*James Wel don Johnson, dLift Every Voice and

Why is My Faith Important

While Louie was away for a week, Fred Hanchey, Ann Mische and Dave
Lawson shared a couple moments with us on Sunday morning. These

folks come from three radically different understandings of faith and yet

all three are wonderfully faithful. Come Sunday and experience the

wi deness of Goddés | ove and i maginat:.
during the summer.

STW NEWSLETTER :

JAMIE HEARD

The deadline for submitting articles electronically for the September newsletter
is Thursday, August 25th .
Email: rpcus@verizon.net Phone: (434) 361-1221
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Nine seekers attended our very first meeting at Bold Rock on July 21std all were members or friends
ofRPC. 1t was an auspicious beginning, and wmeet hope
next on Thursday August 11 ™. The group consensus was to meet on the 2" and 4™ Thursday of

every month, beginning in August. Please get the word out any way you can. And, of course, sug-
gestions are welcome.

Are you interested in joining a discussion about spirituality, the meaning of life,
and what really matters?

Please join us at Bold Rock Cidery in the Rockfish River Room every 2 " and 4"
Thursday of the month from 5pm  -6pm.

1020 Rockfish Valley Hwy, Nellysford, VA 22958

This event is sponsored by a group of seekers from Rockfish Presbyterian Church.

Wedbre venturing beyond our safe home to h

God, and we think God is more interested in the questions than the answers. We
want to hear what YOU think.

For more information, call John Savides at 434-996-3475
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Guatemala 2016
by Jill Averitt

This was my second trip to Guatemala with CEDEPCA and this time | was asked to be the leader. It was an
honor to be with these families and especially a joy to get to know these kids even better. One of the best
compliments you can get as a parent is one that | heard at the end of our visit from Judith of

CEDEPCA. After sitting for two and a half hours listening to CEDEPCA tell us about their missions, Judith
said:

AYou have a remar kabl e g Theywwere sofattegtivewdurigg my &lk gnd are abking e .
great questions. | have never presented to a group of young people who have been so engaged be-
fore. They are wuswually on their phones when | am tal Kking

| was so proud of our kids who represented the youth of the US in such an honorable way. This was true not
only with CEDEPCA, but the whole week we were together; taking turns praying at each meal, participating
each night in reflections and making it fun for all of us. | want to Thank each of you. It is such an honor for me
to know you and see your heart this way.

| think one of the most important values that CEDEPCA stimulated in our hearts this trip was empathy. You
donét truly have empathy until you have a Thiatiplwasappr e
gift to all of us, young and old, that filled our hearts with love and empathy for the people of Guatemala who

are living tough and yet happy lives.

Our direct mission work through CEDEPCA was with an organization called ADISA. ADISA employs people

with disabilities. This is really important because they have no other means of work in their community. Not
because they are physically unable to wor kTheyaeteerb e ¢c a
asadisease. Even the government doesndt acknowledge peopl e
tance. And let me be clear, a disability could be anything from Downs-syndrome to a person who

was paralyzed and is now in a wheel chair. ADISA gives them a purpose and a community to engage in.

While working with ADISA, we made paper bags, jewelry and a wheelchair access ramp to a bathroom at a

nearby public school that will start to integrate disabled children. My focus was on the paper bags Now this

might seem like an easy task. | thought so! | thought, perfect! | am a graphic designer, and | have done

plenty of paste up work, | can even improve how they do things! Not only was it one of t
done, | was humbled to realize that | had no improvements to offer. With the exception of introducing a ma-

chine which would put them out of work, they were experts at whattheydid. And some of them d
control of their fingers to fold with, or their legs to walk the stacks of paper around. This team was a well oiled
machine and everyone had a role to play and some specific expertise. At reflection that night, we talked

about feeling so bad about messing up their bags. We were certain we put them behind instead of truly help-
ingthemgetahead. Emer son smiled and said, AThis has happened
way. Let me tell you what Jose said to them. | told Jose we wanted to buy the bags because they were not

perf dotsed started to | augh, HANo! Yhesebayvaedhat pefeatybattheyo wo
are like us disabled people. We are not perfect either. But these bags need to know that they have the same

value as the other bags and they can do the same thing as the rest of these bags, the ones that are per-

fect. We at ADISA are the same. Sometimes us disabled people think we are less than the others. But we

have to remember that we have t Hhisisagmaexample of vhatADIGA v a |
does. They help change the minds of disabled people who think they are not perfect, but they can do what-

ever they set their minds to do. They have new capacities. They are stronger in some ways than the people

who come to help them.

This entire experience of humility and strength was humbling. It was a tremendous gift to witness and be a
part of this group of amazing people.
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My little friend.
| never knew your name.
I called you Amy |l ittle pugleto
called you?)
You always greeted us with a smile
So happy to see us.
That little tongue hanging out as if getting ready to say something.
You were often there to meet us as we left church,
Or other times you visited with us when we worked on the grounds.
You even attended a picnic or two.
You brightened our day.
Carry on your mission over the rainbow bridge.
| look forward to seeing you again.
RIP 6/24/2016
By Diana Rockwell

Congratulations to Matt Gentry for a lifetime of Service to 4-H and the world at

=" large!!!

The State of Virginia has been graced by his presence.

Nelson High School has been graced by his presence.

Il of us at Rockfish Presbyterian have been graced by his Presence.

etds |l et him know how proud we are! !l

Wood Ministry News

After getting a number of loads of very nice hard-
wood from several tree services we were faced
with the problem of what to do with it. Many of the
pieces are too big to be split with our splitters and
we needed to get them over to where the majority
of the wood was staged so we could cut and hand
split them. As he has done many times in the past,
Jim Clark came to the rescue with is trusty tractor
and made light work of a daunting task.

Thereds stildl plenty of
for the approach of <col
the hottest few weeks of the summer off. When
the thermometer 1S I n t g

t r
aki

s i
hard to imagine that winter will be here before we ~ WA
know 1t but weodl | be ready when 1t comes.
Pl ease contact Sam Al exander i f this | ooks |ike

bunch of great folks.
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Man, Dead 68 Years, Found? Session Highlights for 6/21/16
You might think that the stewardship of the RPC 1 Opening Prayer and Devotions-Elder Law-
cemetery would be a dull. Not for Cemetery Com- son.
mittee member, Diana Rockwell. A visit to T Approved Vel and Art Ot
www.findagrave.com led her to an obituary of est members. Welcome to the Othens.

Eugene Truslow which indicated he was buried in 1 Joys/Concerns shared.

RPC cemetery in 1948. The only problem being 1 Minutes of 5/17/16 Stated Session meeting
that our records do not show him buried here! We minutes with corrections and Congregational
do have a Sallie L.Truslow, who died in 1944, in meeting and called Session meeting of

plot 41. Next to her are two of six unmarked graves 5/29/16 minutes as presented.
i n the noldaeknavahereis omgone 1 Clerkthanked Elder S. Fulton for acting as
in each one but no record of who. Clerk in her absence.

1 Louie was congratulated on his 35" anniver-
Eugeneds obituary st at es dalyafhisdndinagionas af Teaching Blder. f or m
Sarah (aka Sallie) L Spencer died in 1944. ltis 1 Louie told the Session he is meeting with

highly likely that Eugene is buried in the unmarked the contractor each Tuesday for updates.
grave next to his wife Sallie (nearer to the side- He will be on vacation around 7/23-27.
wal k) . Salliebs gr ave @ amBlderHewalfdgaveithke fitamsciklupdate. t h e |
walkway as you enter the cemetery from the front ¢ Elder Porter gave highlights of the 6/16 POJ
parking lot. Follow that walkway until you see a meeting.
very old headstone on the right before you reach 1 Received reports from the Outreach Com-
the large tree at the curve. mittee regarding the upcoming meetings at
Bold Rock.

We greatly appreciate your generosity in support

of the new Fellowship Hall and renovations and Meeting was adjourned with closing prayer by
ask that you please begin to fulfill those pledges. | the Moderator.

More money now means less money spent on

interest. Submitted by Nancy Nevill, Clerk of the Session

Thank You

W S e . O ¢ e T
Ella Manthey and Zoe Ogilvie gather up four little friends from the
streets in Guatemala and share dolls made by RPC's Knitting Ministry.


http://www.findagrave.com
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here at Rockfish have begun the process of creating those rows of a community garden on the

church

property.

TFaapilso twoi I blutn ootn eb el aar gfier egnatr d e n

to produce vegetables and flowers to be used by the church and those in need in our area and to
involve young, young at heart, members, non-members and anyone in the community who likes dirt,

growing things and sharing work and friendship.

We are currently planning, organizing, gathering information, seeking funding and looking to
spring of 2017 for our initial planting season. The members of our committee are Nancy Johnson,
Leslie Buchanan, Mike Fisher and Debbie Andrews. We are excited about new possibilities of com-
munity and need your help to name our garden. If you are inspired, please pass your ideas on to the

above people. We will select the garden name and award you with a basket of our first produce. Non

-winning entries can help with the weeding. Any and all suggestion will be accepted up to October 1.

The
Our

forward to your creativity in helping us to name this new endeavor of Rockfish.

August 2016
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Support Group
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4:30 p.m. Adult Choir

11

Noond Me n d s

18

Noond Men d s

25

10-2 Senior Lunch @ Afton Fire-
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5-6 p.m. Pub Spirituality Gathering
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