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Talent Show Acts Needed!!  
  

Rockfish Presbyterian has so much talent we need a week-long 
show!  We donôt have a weekðbut we have scheduled, Sunday, 
August 21st at 4:00 p.m.  for a wonderful, late-afternoon talent-
sharing event.  We are seeking talent of any genre (vocals, instru-
mentals, art, dance, magic, poetry reading, etc.) and combination 
of people. No fund-raiser, just fun for our RPC family and friends! 
  
A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the foyer.  If you have any ques-
tions, you can contact Sarah Armstrong via email at sarm-
strong@cyberwind.net or after church on a Sunday.  Donôt be shy! 

The Walls Continue to Grow  
 

Good weather has given our builder a great chance to begin 
the walls of the new fellowship hall. Take a peak, after hours, 
but stay outside the fence. They are doing remarkable work. 
 
Much thanks to the ability of this congregation to continue 
ministries without a home base.  Weekly food distribution for 
the elementary school has been shifted to Rockfish Baptist. 
Childrenôs bags  for Lovingston are being gathered. Sunday 
School has moved outside. Small groups are finding space 
and our support groups are discovering the sanctuary. We 
even have a new group headed to Bold Rock. (see page  3).  
 
As of this writing, the builders are a couple days behind outside because of rain but are ahead in-
side. Hopefully come November this will all be behind us. 

Thank You Guatemala Mission Team  
 

We were blessed by your leadership in worship Sunday and give thanks for your wonderful work and 
experience. We give thanks for the folks from St. Maryôs that joined our group. We are hopeful that 
this might be a partnership we might continue to explore. We look forward to the mission team help-
ing us discover new things about our faith and our place in Godôs world. 

http://WWW.ROCKFISHPRESBYTERIAN.ORG
mailto:sarmstrong@cyberwind.net
mailto:sarmstrong@cyberwind.net
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AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS  

STW NEWSLETTER :  The deadline for submitting articles electronically for the September newsletter 
     is Thursday, August 25th .  
JAMIE HEARD    Email:  rpcus@verizon.net Phone:  (434) 361-1221   

Louieôs Musings 
 

ñGod of our weary years, God of our silent tears,ò* 
We cry to you in the midst of our confusion, our anger, and our rage,  
but we do not cry out of disbelief.  
We know you are a God of mercy, 
We worship you as a God of grace, 
We adore you as a God of steadfast love. 
Have mercy on us. Mend the brokenness of this nation. 
We, who claim to be merciful, are divided by fear, opening our ears to 
false prophets claiming power produces greatness. 
We, who claim to be graceful, are fascinated by the visions of walls 
built to separate us from our neighbors.  
We, who claim to love are drugged by callus rants warning us to be 
distrustful of any thoughts different from our own. 
Such words encourage insanity, leaving our streets awash with the 
blood of those who are innocent. 
Have mercy on us. Mend the brokenness of our communities. 
Greatness comes through righteousness, 
Righteousness comes through humility, 
Humility is the first step toward a true relationship with you, O God. 
ñLest our feet stray from the place where we met Thee,ò*  
Guide us in a new way which builds rather than destroys, 
Eradicating fear from our hearts and weapons from our hands. 
ñLest drunk with the wine of the world we forget thee,ò* 
Fill us with your creative imagination, fashioning a world where people 
are celebrated for their diversity, their uniqueness, their selflessness 
and their desire to live together in peace.  
In our weary years, through your silent tears, 
Have mercy on us. Mend the brokenness of our hearts.    Amen 
 
*James Weldon Johnson, ñLift Every Voice and Singò.  

Al Gale    04 

Fred Hanchey   04 

Ella Nicks   05 

Ilse Steele   05 

Shirley Alpers   09 

Mary Gurr   12 

Ann Iverson   14 

Shirley Van de Visser  14 

Nan Varnadoe   14 

Carlos Rodriguez  16 

Dennis Bryant   18 

Jason Wilk   18 

Iantha Peterson  20 

Ed Misker   21 

Dottie Brooks   22 

Rob Ogilvie   24 

Jeanne Lawson  26 

Carolyn Frahm   27 

Nancy Small   28 

Frankie Brooks  29 

Jane Glover   30 

Martha Misker   30 

Mariah Rogers   30 

Pam Grammer   31 

Stu James   31 Why is My Faith Important  
 

While Louie was away for a week, Fred Hanchey, Ann Mische and Dave 
Lawson shared a couple moments  with us on Sunday morning. These 
folks come from three radically different understandings of faith and yet 
all three are wonderfully faithful. Come Sunday and experience the 
wideness of Godôs love and imagination.  Services are at 10:00 a.m. 
during the summer. 
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Are you interested in joining a discussion about spirituality, the meaning of life, 

and what really matters?  

 

Please join us at Bold Rock Cidery in the Rockfish River Room every 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Thursday of the month from 5pm -6pm. 

1020 Rockfish Valley Hwy, Nellysford, VA 22958 

 

 

This event is sponsored by a group of seekers from Rockfish Presbyterian Church.  
Weôre venturing beyond our safe home to hear new ideas on this complex thing called 

God, and we think God is more interested in the questions than the answers.   We 
want to hear what YOU think. 

 

For more information, call John Savides at 434-996-3475 

Nine seekers attended our very first meeting at Bold Rock on July 21stðall were members or friends 
of RPC.  It was an auspicious beginning, and we hope for some RPC ñoutsidersò when we meet 
next on Thursday August 11

th
.   The group consensus was to meet on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Thursday of 

every month, beginning in August.   Please get the word out any way you can.  And, of course, sug-
gestions are welcome. 



Guatemala 2016     
by Jill Averitt 

 
This was my second trip to Guatemala with CEDEPCA and this time I was asked to be the leader.  It was an 
honor to be with these families and especially a joy to get to know these kids even better.  One of the best 
compliments you can get as a parent is one that I heard at the end of our visit from Judith of 
CEDEPCA.  After sitting for two and a half hours listening to CEDEPCA tell us about their missions, Judith 
said:  
 
ñYou have a remarkable group of young people here.  They were so attentive during my talk and are asking 
great questions.  I have never presented to a group of young people who have been so engaged be-
fore.  They are usually on their phones when I am talking.ò  
 
I was so proud of our kids who represented the youth of the US in such an honorable way. This was true not 
only with CEDEPCA, but the whole week we were together; taking turns praying at each meal, participating 
each night in reflections and making it fun for all of us. I want to Thank each of you. It is such an honor for me 
to know you and see your heart this way. 
 
I think one of the most important values that CEDEPCA stimulated in our hearts this trip was empathy.  You 
donôt truly have empathy until you have a full appreciation for what you have in your own life.  This trip was a 
gift to all of us, young and old, that filled our hearts with love and empathy for the people of Guatemala who 
are living tough and yet happy lives.  
 
Our direct mission work through CEDEPCA was with an organization called ADISA.  ADISA employs people 
with disabilities.  This is really important because they have no other means of work in their community.  Not 
because they are physically unable to work, but because the society there wonôt accept them.  They are seen 
as a disease.  Even the government doesnôt acknowledge people with disabilities, or give them any assis-
tance. And let me be clear, a disability could be anything from Downs-syndrome to a person who 
was paralyzed and is now in a wheel chair.  ADISA gives them a purpose and a community to engage in. 
 
While working with ADISA, we made paper bags, jewelry and a wheelchair access ramp to a bathroom at a 
nearby public school that will start to integrate disabled children.  My focus was on the paper bags  Now this 
might seem like an easy task.  I thought so!  I thought, perfect!  I am a graphic designer, and I have done 
plenty of paste up work, I can even improve how they do things!  Not only was it one of the hardest things Iôve 
done, I was humbled to realize that I had no improvements to offer.  With the exception of introducing a ma-
chine which would put them out of work, they were experts at what they did.  And some of them didnôt have 
control of their fingers to fold with, or their legs to walk the stacks of paper around.  This team was a well oiled 
machine and everyone had a role to play and some specific expertise.  At reflection that night, we talked 
about feeling so bad about messing up their bags.  We were certain we put them behind instead of truly help-
ing them get ahead.  Emerson smiled and said, ñThis has happened before to a group that felt the same 
way.  Let me tell you what Jose said to them.  I told Jose we wanted to buy the bags because they were not 
perfect.ò  Jose started to laugh, ñNo! You donôt have to worry about that.  These bags are not perfect, but they 
are like us disabled people. We are not perfect either.  But these bags need to know that they have the same 
value as the other bags and they can do the same thing as the rest of these bags, the ones that are per-
fect.  We at ADISA are the same.  Sometimes us disabled people think we are less than the others.  But we 
have to remember that we have the same worth and value as others.ò  This is a great example of what ADISA 
does.  They help change the minds of disabled people who think they are not perfect, but they can do what-
ever they set their minds to do.  They have new capacities.  They are stronger in some ways than the people 
who come to help them.  
 
This entire experience of humility and strength was humbling.  It was a tremendous gift to witness and be a 
part of this group of amazing people. 
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My little friend. 
I never knew your name. 

I called you ñmy little pugletò  or ñMs. Puggleyò. (I wonder what others 
called you?) 

You always greeted us with a smile 
So happy to see us. 

That little tongue hanging out as if getting ready to say something. 
You were often there to meet us as we left church, 

Or other times you visited with us when we worked on the grounds. 
You even attended a picnic or two. 

You brightened our day. 
Carry on your mission over the rainbow bridge. 

I look forward to seeing you again. 
RIP  6/24/2016 

By Diana Rockwell 

Congratulations to Matt Gentry for a lifetime of Service to 4-H and the world at 
large!!!  
The State of Virginia has been graced by his presence. 
Nelson High School has been graced by his presence. 
All of us at Rockfish Presbyterian have been graced by his Presence.   
Letôs let him know how proud we are!!! 
 

Wood Ministry News  
 
After getting a number of loads of very nice hard-
wood from several tree services we were faced 
with the problem of what to do with it.  Many of the 
pieces are too big to be split with our splitters and 
we needed to get them over to where the majority 
of the wood was staged so we could cut and hand 
split them.  As he has done many times in the past, 
Jim Clark came to the rescue with is trusty tractor 
and made light work of a daunting task. 
 
Thereôs still plenty of work to be done to get ready 
for the approach of cold weather, but weôre taking 
the hottest few weeks of the summer off.  When 
the thermometer is in the middle and upper 90s itôs 
hard to imagine that winter will be here before we 
know it, but weôll be ready when it comes. 
 
Please contact Sam Alexander if this looks like the kind of fun youôd like to be able to share with a 
bunch of great folks. 
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Session Highlights for 6/21/16
  

 
¶ Opening Prayer and Devotions-Elder Law-

son. 
¶ Approved Vel and Art Othen as RPCôs new-

est members.  Welcome to the Othens. 
¶ Joys/Concerns shared. 
¶ Minutes of 5/17/16 Stated Session meeting 

minutes with corrections and Congregational 
meeting and called Session meeting of 
5/29/16 minutes as presented. 

¶ Clerk thanked Elder S. Fulton for acting as 
Clerk in her absence. 

¶ Louie was congratulated on his 35
th
 anniver-

sary of his ordination as a Teaching Elder. 
¶ Louie told the Session he is meeting with 

the contractor each Tuesday for updates. 
He will be on vacation around 7/23-27. 

¶ Elder Howard gave the financial update. 
¶ Elder Porter gave highlights of the 6/16 POJ 

meeting. 
¶ Received reports from the Outreach Com-

mittee regarding the upcoming meetings at 
Bold Rock. 

 
Meeting was adjourned with closing prayer by 
the Moderator. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Nevill, Clerk of the Session 

Man, Dead 68 Years, Found?  
 
You might think that the stewardship of the RPC 
cemetery would be a dull.  Not for Cemetery Com-
mittee member, Diana Rockwell.  A visit to 
www.findagrave.com led her to an obituary of 
Eugene Truslow which indicated he was buried in 
RPC cemetery in 1948. The only problem being 
that our records do not show him buried here!  We 
do have a Sallie L.Truslow, who died in 1944, in 
plot 41. Next to her are two of six unmarked graves 
in the ñoldò cemeteryðwe know there is someone 
in each one but no record of who. 
 
Eugeneôs obituary states that his wife, the former 
Sarah (aka Sallie) L Spencer died in 1944.  It is 
highly likely that Eugene is buried in the unmarked 
grave next to his wife Sallie (nearer to the side-
walk).  Sallieôs grave can be found taking the left 
walkway as you enter the cemetery from the front 
parking lot.  Follow that walkway until you see a 
very old headstone on the right before you reach 
the large tree at the curve. 

Ella Manthey and Zoe Ogilvie gather up four little friends from the 
streets in Guatemala and share dolls made by RPC's Knitting Ministry. 

We greatly appreciate your generosity in support 
of the new Fellowship Hall and renovations and 
ask that you please begin to fulfill those pledges. 
More money now means less money spent on 
interest.                     

Thank You 

http://www.findagrave.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       

 1 

8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 
10:00 a.m. Caregiversô 
Support Group  
7:30 p.m. Mission  
Team Meeting 
(location TBD) 

2 
7:00 p.m. Small Group 
 

3 
 

4 
NoonðMenôs group lunch 
4:30 p.m. Adult Choir 
 

5 6 
 

7 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Combined 
Service  
Five Cents a Meal Offer-
ing  
 

8 
8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 
4:00 p.m. Stewardship 
Mtg 
6:00 p.m. Building 
Committee Mtg 
 

9 
7:00 p.m. Worship Minis-
try Meeting 
 

10 
 

11 
NoonðMenôs group lunch 
7:15 p.m. Early Service Musicians 
5-6 p.m. Pub Spirituality Gathering 

12 13 

14 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Combined 
Service  
 

15 
8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 

16 
7:00 p.m. Small Group 
7:00 p.m. Session Meet-
ing 

17 
 

18 
NoonðMenôs group lunch 
7:15 p.m. Early Service Musicians 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
9:00 a.m. Packing Pantry 
Bags for Kids 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. Combined  
Service  
4:00 p.m. Talent Show  
 

28 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. Combined  
Service  
EMERGENCY RELEIF 
OFFERING 

22 

8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

31 
 

25 
10-2 Senior Lunch @ Afton Fire-
house 
NoonðMenôs group lunch 
4:30 p.m. Adult Choir 
5-6 p.m. Pub Spirituality Gathering 

Spreading The Word  
Articles Due  

26 
Pantry 
Bag 
Packing  

27 
9:00 a.m. 
Distribution of 
Food at the 
Pantry 

August 2016 

INCH BY INCH, ROW BY ROW 
 

        Are the beginning words of ñThe Garden Songò by David Mallet  A small group of gardeners 
here at Rockfish have begun the process of creating those rows of a community garden on the 
church property. This will not be a ñrent-a-plotò but one large garden to grow and share. Our vision is 
to produce vegetables and flowers to be used by the church and those in need in our area  and to 
involve young, young at heart, members, non-members and anyone in the community who likes dirt, 
growing things and sharing work and friendship. 
       We are currently planning, organizing, gathering information, seeking funding and looking to 
spring of 2017 for our initial planting season. The members of our committee are Nancy Johnson, 
Leslie Buchanan, Mike Fisher and Debbie Andrews. We are excited about new possibilities of com-
munity and need your help to name our garden. If you are inspired, please pass your ideas on to the 
above people. We will select the garden name and award you with a basket of our first produce. Non
-winning entries can help with the weeding. Any and all suggestion will be accepted up to October 1. 
       The ñGarden Songò ends with ñPlease bless these seeds I sow, gonna make it fertile ground.ò  
Our desire is to have Godôs blessings on our garden as we grow friendship and community. We look 
forward to your creativity in helping us to name this new endeavor of Rockfish. 


