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Spreading the Word 

Rockfish Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 278, Nellysford, VA 22958 

434-361-1221       Email: rpcus@verizon.net 
Pastor: Louie V. Andrews, III 

Cell:  434 882-0977; E:mail: rpclouieandrews@verizon.net 
www.rockfishpresbyterian.org 

Office Hours 9-1 Tuesday through Thursday 
Worship Service on Sunday Mornings at 8:30 and 11:00; Sunday School at 9:45 

Fifth Sunday of the month Combined Service at 10:00 a.m.; Sunday School at 9:00 

HOSPITALITY, GRACE AND RESURRECTIONS 
   

 It has been a long month and winter has only begun.  The coldness of the day has been  
matched by the darkness of early sunsets.  Yet the warmth and light of this congregation reminds us 
that soon Spring will challenge the frozen air and offer life. 
 
 I can not count the number of folks who have experienced death during our journey from Ad-
vent to Epiphany. Neither can I recount all the simple acts of hospitality performed in the midst of  
our grief. When death steps into life it can challenge the very essence of our being. But when the 
living challenges death with acts of hospitality, stories of grace and faith in resurrections, the dark-
ness of the moment gives way to the light of human and Godly presence. 
 
 I count each of you as a fellow minister during our recent journey. The table was always 
spread thanks to your generosity. The survivors were never alone thanks to your visits. The faithful 
were never doubtful thanks to your stories. The tearful never cried alone thanks to your presence. 
 
 Resurrections are not just a heavenly phenomenon. Spirits are resurrected when memories 
are shared. Hearts are resurrected when hands are held. Hope is resurrected when death is experi-
enced then rejected as our final destination. 
 
 The Apostle Paul  reminds us, “In Life and Death we belong to God.” This winter you have 
reaffirmed we also belong to each other. 
 

THANK YOU 

Building On A Dream 
 

In the coming weeks your session will  put together pairs of Elders who will make themselves avail-
able to discuss and address your questions and comments concerning our building project. 
 
NOTHING HAS BEEN DECIDED AND NOTHING WILL BE DONE UNTIL THE SESSION FEELS IT 
HAS GIVEN THE CONGREGATION EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE ITS CONCERNS, ITS 
JOYS AND ITS QUESTIONS.  
 
Dreams and realities often collide when building projects are considered. We are asking you to at-
tend one of our meetings and share your vision, your concerns and your commitment. Every idea 
will be considered and every voice will be heard. Watch the bulletins and the e-mail blasts to find a 
schedule for these meetings. Please come and let your voice be heard.  
 
These are open meetings and anyone who participates in the life of our church is welcome. 
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STW NEWSLETTER :  The deadline for the February newsletter will be Thursday, January 22nd .  
JAMIE HEARD    Send electronic articles to rpcus@verizon.net  

Louie’s Musings 
 

What did you get for Christmas? Many of us have already forgotten. 
And yet there is always that one gift that will be remembered for 
years to come. Let me share the gift(s) I received this year. 
1. Sabina, Jill, Phyllis, Sarah and Ila becoming Mary on Christmas 

Eve. 
2. The faith exhibited by Sue McGann, Elizabeth Hopkins, Pat 

Humphrey and Virginia Lambert. 
3. The courage shown by  Patty Wiggins, Barbara Powell, Iantha 

Peterson and Ralph Frink. 
4. The love exhibited by the congregation as friends and families 

have struggled with death and illnesses. 
5. The satisfaction that after 40 plus years as a Medical Technolo-

gist my wife has finally retired and can now enjoy this community 
as much as I.  

For each person I listed there are two additional folks I could have 
added. My prayers continue to be with each of you and with your 
families as we begin this new year. Let the light of Christ be your 
guide in all that you do. 
 
 
Deb and I began our trek with you in January of 2012. One of the 
first honors I had was installing and ordaining four Elder who com-
prised the Class of 2014. Let me share a heart filled thanks for their 
good work.  
 Walt Nichols —Head of the Stewardship Committee. Each 
year the church finished in the black and each year the church spent 
over $70,000 in missions, most of it locally. 
 Al Gale —Al made sure the grass was cut and the snow re-
moved. More importantly Al was a shepherd to many of our genera-
tional members from Afton and Nellysford. 
 Lynne Carson —Lynne is the face of local missions. Many of 
the projects we embrace were introduced to us by Lynne. She is the 
friend to the person who has no voice. 
 Jane Andrews —Jane embodies the grace and love that de-
fines this church. Her very presence brings peace to the moment 
and her voice lifts us to places we thought we might never go. 
  
 The good news is they have been replaced by four more dy-
namic and grace filled spirits who will join the very capable and truly 
inspired folks who lead this community of faith. 
 

I Give Thanks to All of You. 
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Wood Ministry News  
 

Did you notice that the Light in the Valley was just a 
little brighter during Advent?  Thanks to a great idea 
and a generous donation from one of our members, 
your Wood Ministry was able to deliver a Christmas 
ham and a plate of cookies to each of our regular 
clients.  Without exception the gifts were warmly re-
ceived and the folks who received them were most 
grateful. 
 
You’ve probably noticed that it’s cold outside, and 
that means it’s our busy season.  We’re had an out-
pouring of folks who have joined with us this winter, 
including a couple of additional trucks that make 
multiple deliveries on a single day a piece of cake.  
Thanks to all who generously volunteer their time 
and talents. 
 
Submitted by Sam Alexander 

Thanks for Care Bear Program 2014  
 

Many thanks to the individuals and families 
who contributed to the success of the Care 
Bear Program again this year.  Because of the 
generosity of church members, 56 children in 
the Nelson County Head Start Program, at Tye 
River Elementary and at Rockfish Elementary 
and a family of seven children will have some 
of their Christmas wishes fulfilled.   I have 
heard a lot of heart-warming stories which 
demonstrate how this program benefits not 
only the recipients, but the givers as well.  
Thank you so much for being such careful and 
thoughtful shoppers and ensuring that your 
gifts meet the needs - and in some cases the 
“wants”- of the children! 
 
Jane Francis, Care Bear Chair 
 
 

Thanks for the Horizon House  
Giving Program  

 
Thank you also for contributing $785 and a box 
of stocking stuffers (toiletry items) for the 40 
mentally disabled adults who participate in the 
Region Ten Horizon House Program in Loving-
ston.  I  attended the Horizon House Christmas 
party on December 19 and was able to person-
ally convey to the participants the compassion 
of Rockfish Presbyterian Church.  Thanks for 
making Christmas warmer, happier and 
brighter for our friends at Horizon House! 
 
Submitted by Jane Francis 

Thank you to Choir and Friends who helped me 
celebrate my retirement on December 5th.  It’s so 
nice to have church family to share passages of 
life.  It was a special evening and I thank you all. 
 
Love from Debbie Andrews 

Santa Brought Will Cameron a New Net 

It is very important for people to volunteer to plan the 
April through October Senior Luncheons now, to en-
sure it will continue this year. 
 
Thank you everyone for helping me continue this 
very important mission.   
 
Submitted by Pat Frink 
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The Creche’s Prayer 
(The Nativity Scene’s Prayer) 

By Katherine Bell (Pat Humphrey’s Mother)  
 

Christmas is such a Holy Time 
When hearts o’erflow with joy; 

The air is filled with carols of love 
For Mary’s baby boy. 

 
This is a happy day for me  

All year I’m on the shelf 
Alone, all shut up in this box, 

So useless by myself. 
 

But now I’m placed where all can see 
Christ in His manger bed 

While Mary and Joseph watch, close by 
With Angels overhead. 

 
The sheep and cattle munch their hay 

As shepherds kneel to pray; 
And wise men come to worship 

From a country far away. 
 

How proud I am that I can be 
A small part of God’s plan 

To send His son into the world 
To die for sinful man. 

 
But O how sad when Christmas’s o’er 

So many will forget 
That God sent Jesus down to save 

All from sins they regret. 
 

To follow Him you too may have 
A cross you have to bear; 

But out of love for each and all 
Your burden He will share. 

 
I’m just a Creche upon the shelf 
But my prayer is most sincere. 

Keep Jesus in your heart always 
Don’t wait until next year. 

 
 
 

(Her last poem November 2003)  
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 12/16/14  
 
· Devotional was given by Elder Fulton. 
· Many Joys/Concerns shared. 
· Elder Fulton elected Temporary Clerk in 

Clerk’s absence. 
· Approved minutes of 11/18/14 stated meeting 
· Home Communion not served this month.  
· Elder-elects were examined and approved.    

Olivia Ellis, Amelia McCulley, John Porter, 
and Al Simpson will be ordained/installed on 
1/4/15. 

· Elder Nichols presented the 2015 budget and 
Elder Fulton presented the Pastor’s Terms of 
Call.   The budget was approved.   The Terms 
of Call will be presented to the Congregation 
for approval at the 1/18/15 Congregational 
meetings. 

· Louie stated he was very pleased with the MT 
and their careful handling of their budgets.  He 
commended all MT for dropping old initiatives 
when new ones arise, stating that this is a 
very healthy way to handle the church’s fi-
nances. 

· Approved making 1/18/15 two (2) services 
with Congregational meeting at each due to 
confusion about when single and two services 
are scheduled in 2015. 

· Approved Nominating Committee’s recom-
mendation changing the dates of service for 
Ruling Elders, Trustees and MT chairs from 
January-December to August-July so that 
they can be a part of the budget process, be-
ginning in 2015 with the Class of 2018.   Louie 
recommended that MT chairs rotating off in 
July remain through the budget process to 
help the new chairs. 

· Louie commended the Building MT for their 
hard work in developing creative and innova-
tive plans for building expansion. 

· Approved Worship MT recommendation of 
Communion dates   for 2015. 

· Louie thanked Elders Andrews, Carson, Gale, 
and Nichols who are rotating off Session, for 
their service. 

 
Next Session meeting 1/20/15 at 7PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Clerk, Nancy Nevill and 
Temporary Clerk, Sue Fulton 

Don’t Hide It! 
 
Jeff, with his parents, had just moved into a new 
neighborhood and he was eager to make some 
new friends.  Carl, next door, invited him to go 
play tennis.  Jeff, at 115 lbs. and 5’5” tall, had 
never been good at sports.  He was too light for 
football and too short for basketball.  His foot 
could never seem to find the ball in soccer.  Tak-
ing the court with a borrowed racquet Jeff was 
amassed at what happened.  He couldn’t seem to 
miss a shot.  He was quick to reach the ball and, 
while not a powerful hitter, he could place the ball 
just out of reach of his opponent.  “Wow!” he 
thought “I never knew I had such a talent!” 
What hidden talent do you have?  Don’t hide it; 
discover it and use it for God’s work! 
 
The Stewardship Committee 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA) 
Rockfish Presbyterian Church 

Every Sunday 6-7pm 
All are welcome 

To all our beloved friends at RPC  
 
Our hearts are overflowing with gratitude for all 
the outpouring of love from the faithful caring 
community of RPC. From the beginning of Perry's 
4 month illness you were always present with 
your many cards, prayers and love, at all times 
answering our needs both spiritually and physi-
cally. Even at times when our loss seemed un-
bearable, you were present holding us up in love 
and prayer because of God's faithful presence in 
your lives. You are truly a testament to God's 
bright light shining in our valley. 
 
Blessings and thanks, 
 
The Hopkins Family 
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 1 
Noon—Men’s group lunch 
7:30 p.m. Early Service Musicians 
 

2 3 

4 
10:00 a.m. Combined Worship Service 
Installation and Ordination of Elders 
Five Cents a Meal Offering 
 

5 
8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 
Devotional 
10:30 a.m. Caregivers’ 
Support Group Mtg 
7:00 p.m. Mission Team 
 

6 
10:00 a.m. Women’s 
Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday 
Small Group 

7 
10:30 Knitting and Nurture  
4:30 p.m. Adult Choir 
 

8 
Noon—Men’s group lunch 
7:30 p.m. Early Service Musicians 

9 10 

11 
8:30 a.m. Early Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Second Worship Service 

12 
8:00a.m. Lectio Divina 
Devotional 
4:00 p.m. Stewardship 
Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Building Mtg 

13 
 

14 
4:30 p.m. Adult Choir 

15 
Noon—Men’s group lunch 
7:30 p.m. Early Service Musicians 
 

16 17 
 

18 
8:30 a.m. Early Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Second Worship Service 
Congregational Meeting after each 
Service 
 

19 
8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 
Devotional 

20 
7:00 pm Session Mtg 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday 
Small Group 

21 
10:30 Knitting and Nurture  
4:30 p.m. Adult Choir 

22 
Spreading The Word Articles Due 
10-12 Senior Luncheon at AFH 
Noon—Men’s group lunch 
7:00 p.m. Small Group 
7:30 p.m. Early Service Musicians 

23 24 
 

25 
8:30 a.m. Early Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Food Packing for the Pantry 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Second Worship Service 
Emergency Relief Offering 
 

26 
8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina 
Devotional 
 

27 28 
4:30 p.m. Adult Choir 

29 
Noon—Men’s group lunch 
7:30 p.m. Early Service Musicians 
 

30 31 
9:00 am 
Food 
Distribu-
tion at 
Pantry 
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